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September 3,  1 993

Mr. Keith Welch
Utah Fuel  Company
P.  O.  Box  719
Hefper, Utah 84526

Re: Water  Moni tor ing Reoorts,  Utah Fuel  Comoany.  Skvl ine Mine,  ACT/0O7/005,
Folder #2.  Carbon County.  Utah

Dear  Mr .  We lch :

Dur ing our  recent  phone conversat ion,  l in formed you that  SUFCo had not
been repor t ing a l l  o f  the requ i red water  qua l i ty  parameters .  The cur rent  Min ing and
Reclamation Plan requires that the pH and speci f ic conductance be measured both
in the f ie ld and laboratory for al l  samples taken in the older permit  area. Current ly
SUFCo is report ing only one reading per sample for pH and speci f ic conductance.
The reports do not indicate where the readings were taken.

You stated that the data in the water monitor ing reports were from f ie ld
measurements and that the laboratory values had been taken, but not reported.
You then agreed to send me copies of  the lab sheets that showed the laboratory
measurements  for  the pH and spec i f ic  conductance.

In  order  to  comply  wi th  the terms of  the cur rent ly  approved Min ing and
Reclamation Plan SUFCo must submit  both f ie ld and laboratory measurements for
pH and speci f ics for al l  water samples taken in the older permit  area. Past water
moni tor ing repor ts  shou ld  be updated to  inc lude the miss ing data .

Under  the cur rent  p lan n i t ra te  (NO3 + NO2)  is  l i s ted as a  parameter  for  the
o lder  permi t  area.  Current ly  SUFCo is  repor t ing on ly  n i t ra te  (NO3 -  N) ,  n i t rogen in
the NO. .  You s ta ted you fe l t  there  was no reason why NO,  shou ld  be inc luded
in  the water  qua l i ty  repor ts .  D iv is ion data  ind icates  that  tes t ing for  NO,  was
spec i f ica l ly  inc luded in  SUFCo's  water  moni tor ing p lan.  NO,  f rom longwal l  o i ls
once used a t  the Sky l ine mine may poss ib ly  have been a  fac tor  in  an a lgae b loom
at  Ecc les  Creek.  S ince SUFCo prev ious ly  used the same type o f  longwal l  o i l  there
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is  concern that  an a lgae bloom could occur near SUFCo.

SUFCo's water monitoring reports must be consistent with the approved
Mining and Reclamat ion Plan.  Ei ther  NO, wi l l  be inc luded in the reports or  the
Mining and Reclamation Plan must be modif ied and that parameter dropped.

Enclosed is the Notice of Violat ion for fai lure to conduct ground-water
moni tor ing according to the approved plan under R645-301-731 .200.

Please let  me know i f  I  can be of any further assistance in these matters.

Sincerely

:/n /r 'trl 4'4-.i;-,,
Wayne H. Western
Reclamation Engineer

Enclosure
cc :  D .  Haddock
SUFCOH20.WHW


